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May I state the Impression that the book
[Mother India] has left on my own mind ? It did
not tell me anything new. During the time of my
service in India, close on 40 years, I came to know
of all the moral and social evils that you describe ;
most of them have been discussed publicly in India
during the last sixty or seventy years, and efforts
have been made by a series of earnest and able
social reformers, both Indian and European, to
find a remedy for them, though with singularly
little success.

But Mother India did disquiet my conscience.
It compelled me to ask whether I ought not to have
made far more effort to awaken the Hindus, to
whom I was sent, to the cruelty and inhumanity
which those evils involve.

The view I took was that the evils you describe
are deeply rooted in the Hindu religion, and that
my business as a Christian Missionary was to lay
the axe to the root of the tree rather than to deal
with the fruits. But I am not sure that I was right.
St. John Baptist's call to repentance came before
the preaching of the Kingdom of God.

If I may venture to make one small criticism of
your book, it is that, though the connection of the
evils you describe with Hindu religious ideas is
mentioned, it might be more strongly emphasised.

It is this religious sanction that has made the
efforts, often the splendid and courageous efforts,
of Indian social reformers so ineffective.

Take the case of sexual immorality. I do not
think that the people of the West are by nature
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